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rhe blazonry is as follows:

SHTELD: CGules tow puloulou palewise proper (a ball argent on a staff
sable), on a canton or a stand of grape shot (for the lst
Field Artillery).

CREST: On a wreath of the colors, or and gules, an alia (crossed
Hawaiian spears) supporting o puela with nine plumes, five
of gold and four of silver, g .l ard silver alternating
(the £lag of the Hawaiinn GITEF} «ll proper.

MOTTO: Kulia~i-ka-nuu {Hawaiian meaning, "Onword, still higher,
win the day, gain the victory',

The 9th Field /rtillery Regiment (parent organization of the
9th Ficld Irtillory Beitalion) wrs organized in 1916 in Hawaii from
the lst /rtillery. Thir (2scent is chown by the stond of grape shot
in the canton, taken from tho con® of arms of the lst Field irtillery,
which commemorates General Tayler's famous remerk o the Battery
Commonder in the old regiment ot Buena Vista, "A 1ittlc morc grape,
Captain Braggh,

The place of origin and first station of the 9th Ficld irtillery
Rogiment are depicted in the remainder of the arms: The shicld is
rod for Artillery. The two Hawaiian puloulou=-a black steff with o
white balle-wore ancicnt emblems of +the country and were placced on
cach side of tho gateway to the king's quarters. The crest is an
alia, tho two crossed speors which were placed in front of tho King's
houso, Tho pucle, the duster-like flag of the king, is drawn with
nino plumes, fivo gold and four silver, indicoting the number of tho
orgonization,




TADQUARTERS, 2D BN OTH LRTY

VY T SR AT n
WINHE WISET Wi

UNIT HLETGRY

"Tho Mighty Ninth" traccs 1us origin to the activation of its
parent rogiment, tho 9th Ficld /rtillery, on 6 Lugust 1916, at Schoficld
Barracl:, Torritory of Hawniie

T Oth was organizod and cquipped to be the first completely motor-
iged rotillery unit in the Lraye s such, she was challenged at birth
to prove that the, then rodical, concept of completely motorized Srtille
ery wos velid and practical, That the challonge was accepted is evident.
By her performunce %he advontages of higialy mobile ~rtillery on tho
nodern batticficld were proven ond wer congidered an the organization
of firturc arsillery unita.

;ftor the declaration of war with Germany, the 9th Lrtillery was
ordercd to the mairland. Sho departed from Hawall with the lst frtillery
in Decomber 1917. &ho was sont ©o Fort Sill, Oklahona and assigned to
the 12th Division, The /[rmis®icc was signed beforc the unit was sent
to Furopc. She remaincd at Tors Sild, tho mecea of the /rtillery, for
goversl yeors until she was oGorod inaciivated on 1 Scptember 1921,

From 1921 until late 1939, the 9th [rtillery rencined inactive,
though two of her subordinate battalions were activated during this
poriod of pcacs e 1st Battalion was on duty fronm Octooor 1962 to
septerhor 1927 at Vord Dos Moinos, Iowa, and tho 24 Battalion wos
antive ot Fort Sill from Octobor shrongh Docomber 1922

The 9th Artillery, while inactive, was assignoed to the 7th Division
on 24 March 1923, %o the 9%h Division on 15 Imgust 1927, tho Ath Divi-
sion on 1 January 1930, and , fin: 11y, to the 34 Division on 1 October
1933. She was to rennin an orranic unit of the 3d Jivision up to and
throuzhout World War II,

On 1 October 1939, the 9th fArtillory Battalion, o subordinate
unit to the inactive 9th Ficld Artillery Reginent was . activated at
Fort Lowis, Washington, in onticipetion of thc onsuing wars She nowved
with the 34 Division fron Ft Loiils, Washington, to 8amp Picket,
Virginia, in Septenber 1942. This now location was only o staging
area, for on 24 October 1942, the division sailed fron Norfolk,
Virginia, Dostinction: French MoroccOa




Aarly on the morning of 8 November 1942, the 2d Division hit the
borehns of Nertk Afrisa ncar Fodula, Ironch Horoeco, The oth Jlytiliery
alitelion, oo 3d Division's mediun Bobtelion, landed with 10£¢ nounted

-

‘1 holf-tracks, (The light bvabttalions were avmed with 75m peck howitzers).

Fodala soon foll, and on 1L Wovember, Casablanca was occupied,
The princry mission of the 3d Di--ision was now to preparc for the ine=
wasion of 8icily, The preparat:cns were intorrupted in February 1943
when over 3,000 members of the division werc sent +o Tunisia to aid in
ropulging the stiff German countor-ofcnsive. In Junc the entire
division noved to Tunisic to cxploit the success of the II US Corps.
Lf5ar the conquest of the [xis Lroops in this area, the division en-
tacked on the invasion of Sicilye.

.t 0200 hours, 10 July 1943, the invasion began. By 0630, Battery
L, 9th irtillery Battalion had londed and gonc into position. It was
during thie campaign thnit, for the first tine in any operation, aval
gunfire was successfully Jirected fron an dartillery FDC, ALftcr over
o month of inonse fighting to clear the island, the division wes oble
to rcst in preparation for its cormding campaign in Italy.

On 18 Soptermber 1943, the Divigion irtillery landed squth of
Naples, Italy, During the following o nonths, the division penetrated
the Cermon winter line and forcod the aporoaches to Cassino when rc-
Ticved by the 36th Division on 17 Hovenbers The 9th did not go out
of action, however, Sho followed the Infantry into /nzio and helped
to blast their breakthrough to Reme, Rome taken, the 9th prepared to
join the invasion of Soulhern France.

On 15 Lugust 1944, the division landed. Ono nonth later the
enoriy had been pushed 350 niles inland ond the 9th preparcd to support
tho crossing of the Vosges Mountains, a foot that had never been
acconpiished by a nilitary foree opposed by an cneny. By carly Jan=-
uary +the nouvntains lay behind but so dif over 6,000 casualtics the
division suffercd in tho crossing, Ahoad iny the Celner Pocket where
the irtonsc action against a determdined onery would corn the division
the Distinguished Uait Citation and the Fronch Croix De Guerre with
pain, The citatious at annex /. and B toll tho story of this action,

Lt 0100 March 15, 1945 the 9th contributed to the massive Artillery
preparation thot initiated the divisions drive into Germany, Thirty-one
minutes loter the first unit stood on Gorman soil, b Worns, the battalion
erosscd tho Rhine, Fron here the road led through Schcweinfurt, Nurcn=—
berg, Mmich, Salzbiuxg, ond finally cnded ot Berchtesgaden on 5 Moy
1945, When Gernman field M-rshell Kesselring, who succceded Field
Morshal Von Rundstodt as cormander of the Gernan wost front, was




asked, "Whot was the best frierican division faced by troops under your
cormand on cither the Italian or Western fronts?!, hc nanecd four
divisions., Without hesitation, the Third Division was placed first
on the liste 4s o divisional unit, the o+h Arbillery Battalion was
partly responsible for the division's enviabic reputation.

.

Soon cofter the 9th Artillery Battalion returncd to Fort Benning,
the Korcan conflict began. In carly [ugust 1950, the 9th Lrtillery
was ordered to Koreca as a scparnte battglion, thus leaving the Third
Division for the first tine in scvonteon yoarse, Threc days after crriving
at Pusan, the 9th went into action in the farmed "Bowling Alley" near
Tacgu. 4Lfter o three-weok pitched battle in support of the lst Cavalry
Division, the Cormmunist attack was completcly broken.

The 9th Artillery was then assigned to the lst Republic of Korea
Division, acting as the principal firc support unit, Lfter breoking
out of the Pusan perimectcr, the 1st ROK Division and the 9th Lrtillery
advancod through Scoul, Pyongyeng, Pekihon, and finally to Unsan, 600
niles up the Korean Peninsula.

/t Unsan, about 50 niles fron the Manchurian border, the lst ROK
Division cngaged and was surrounded by a Chincse Corrmmnist Corps.
Firing in a conplete circle, the 9th assisted in storming the savage

incse ottocks for four days before being forced to withdraw, The
9th provided continuous suppert for the 300 mile withdrawal, firing
mission aftor mission and moving only to go into pesition to fire
again, This support enabled other units to withdraw in good order
ond with o ninirun of loss in nen and naterial.

“~ The 9th Lrtillery Battalion rejoined the 3d Division in South
Kérea on 17 January 1957 and renained with it throughout the watyhs
Whilc in Korea, the 9th supported every division corritted, including
Korcon divisions, with the exception of the Tnited States 7th Division
and conpiled a record of over 730 consceutive days in conbate

In March 1954 the 9th returned with the 3d Divigion to Fort
Benning, Georgia, where she was inactivateds Concurrcntly, she wad
activated in Gernmany as an orgenic irtillery battalion of the 10th,
Infantry Division, Upon reactivation, she wes designated "The 2d
Ficld rtillery Battalion, 9th Artillery". On 14 Junc 1958, "The -
Mighty Ninth" was rolicved fron assignnent to the 10th Infantry
Division ond inactivated at Fort Benning, Georgice

The Mighty Ninth was again roactivated cs the "2d Howitzor Battalion,
9th Lrtillery" on 1 Lpril 1960 and assigned to the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion at Schofield Barracks, Howaii. She nad roturncd to hor birthplaccs




The 2/Cth remeined in Hewail until 1atc 1965, Much of *he time
was spent in the field, With tonsions Miilding in Southeash Asia, the
Mighty Ninth was challenged to prove ~—nad irtiillery could eifectively
grpport ground forees in o junele envicomnent,  She helped To prove
+hat the usc of &rtillery was 3% ol fearibhle bul necessary as the
only totally relicdle fire support m:ans agailadle, Ir addition, she
was called on to test various cencephs for the enploymen’ of Artillery
operating in a jungle onvironrcnie, Fron those tests, ideas evolved
which, though radical, wonld improve the cupport provided by all
~rtillery units ‘destined to fight in Vietnam,

Tn Docombor 1965, "The Mighty Ninth®, as part of the 25th Division's
3d Brigadc task force, received orders for deployment to Pleilwu, Repub~
lic of Victnan, The bathalion doparted Hawaii in late Docember with its
first firing unit, C Batlery, arriving in Ploiku on 1 January 1966.

The Victnam war would be a new expericnce and a challenge for
Artillerymen cverywherc, There werc no front lines to offer security.
Eneny action, from small and harrassing to large scalo and violent,
would flare up anywherc, anytiic. 3n01l, mobile grounc forecs would
rnove great distances with 1ittle warning or time for prior planning.
On such a battleficld supporting crtillory wold be widely dispersed
and frogrented to support tho Infantry. 4 bottalion’s botterics would
seldon be within rutually supporting rangc. Battorics themsclves
would oftecn be divided to support snnll unit operoGionse

Fron carly February through the next 3 nonths, the 9th supported
the 3d Brigade in Operations Taylor, arfiold end longfcllow. Theso
operations, though congidered minor, rcsulted in 160 cnemy soldiors
killed in action,

On 10 May 1966, the 9th bocanc part of what was to becore onc of
the lorgest operations in tho Vietnan war—-Oporetion "Paul Revere,"
under operational control of the lst Cavalry (Airmcbils) Division,
Elorcnts of the third Brigade and supporting Artillory werc noved
quickly and continuously to various loentions in tho highlands in en
effort to unsettlc and destroy the cnory. The babtalion colocated,
its hoadquortors with that of the 3d Brigade ("orc Beltert) ab A
Oasis, o landing zone southwest of Pleiku, which was to becornie the
battalionts Mhome away from home!" for morc than throo yoorse

Operations Paul Revere I, II, IIT and IV saw the battalion and ]
its supported brigade fighting in and around Plci Djcrcng and Duc o,
on Highway 19 fron Fleiku to the Mang Yang Pass, and over the rugged
Chu D~ Hountains, The fighting resulted in heavy oneny casualticse
Over 1700 NVA were kilied in action with a large sharc of these "killsr

dircetly attributable to the fires of The Mighty Ninth."




OQA2O'April, the 3rd Brigade and iThe Mighty Ninth" were ordered
to Quong Ngai Province as part of Tagk Forcc M"Orcegon" under the

ooy ¥

oporational control of I Field Forco (iFFV) Headguartcrs, Vicious

clashes with cloments of two North Vic*narasc divisiong ~nd sncller

Viet Cong battalions resulted in 2,000 cncryy dead by the summen of 1967.
2 v

On 1 Zugust 1967, the 3rd Brigaede and the 2/9%h Lrtillery were
transferred to the 4th Infantry Division wherc both would renain for
the rcst of their scrvice in Victnan.

On the night of 30 Janunry 1968, Victnan cruptod into a massive
battlcfield. The 3d Bripgade with its direct support Artillery bettalion
weld off determined encriy attacks on costal citics south of Da Nang, ,
%killing more than 600 cnory soldicers in nine days of agpressive fishting.
Durins TET 1968 operations (Code nane: Wheelor/Wallowa) the 3rd
Brigade supported by the 9th succceded in driving the 2nd NV. Division
fron the Costal Plains and jungles Near Chu Lai, Da Nang and Duc Pho,

In carly fLpril, the Third Brigadc with "The Mighty Ninth" returned
to 4th Division's control and took part in Operation "Mac/rthur" which
resulted in repulsing cneny thrusts fron Carbodia, toward Kontun,

Morc than, 5,000 cneny werc killed by men of the 4th Division,

In November 1968, the 9th was choson to reccive the new MLOZ,
105rm howitzer. /L1l threec of the battalion's batterics were arned
with this new lightwcigh® weapon, It would be nore than a year before
other rtillery battalions in the division would bc so armeds

In carly Fobruary 1969, operation "Sledge Herner', an cffort to
clear the Chu Pa Mountaing cormenced. When it terninated threc nonths
later, an estinated 500 cnery soldiors had been killed.

In ecrly March 1969, the Mighty Ninth supported the 3d Brigade
in Operation "Hines", Recognizing o reduction in encmy activity, the
operation placed erphasis on support of the Governnent of Vietnan
Pacification Progren.

Oporation "Hines" continued throuch the survicr, foll, oand winter
nonths of 1969-70 markecd by 1ight and scattered action. Enemy forees
launched two abortive "gopper" ottgeks on 3d Brigade fircbases during
this period, On 11 My, on cnomy reid ogainst the 3d Brigade and
9th irtillery Headquorters at LZ Ossis was pépulsed leaving 65 cnery
deads On 6 November, sappers cbtocked LZ St George, o fircbasc oceupied
by L Bettery, 2/9 irty, resulting in 41 encry soldicrs killed in action,

On 12 Janunry 1970, US Military Corriand Headquarters in Seigom
announced that the 3rd Bripade with its dircet support [rtillery
battalion would be includoed in President Wixon's Phase IIT rodeployment
of troops fron Vigtnan boforc nid-ipril.




The history of the "Mighty Ninth" in Vietnaon is, for the nost

part, the kistory of the 3d Brigade. The two werc inscparablic. The

Gnor~tIic wor in Vietnanm denanded it, The "Redlagh oflcred swmnort- -

v firenower to the "Grunit". The "Grunt® cceured he "Redlces” fron

“enory attocke The actions of cach eominot be soperated.  Thoy Loth
contributed and both can be credited with their total succoss,

The Mighty Ninth will soon retire, It will be a sad occasion;

but she is no pecacctine soldicr, IAs always beforc, when her country

ceds hor, she will be ready to fight, ready to fulfill her nission
? O S

of providing firc support to the ground gaining arny ond ready to

enein live by her notto: '"Onward, still higher, win the day, geain

tho vichorye !




ENTIAL UNIT CIT.TION
Awarded to the Ninfh Lrtillery as an Orgonic Member of the Third Divisiop

" Ls ocuthorized by the Executive Order 9396 (Se¢ I, WD Buls 22, 1943),
superseding Executive Order 9075 (Sec III, WD Buly II 1942), the following
unit is cited by the Wor Department for outstanding perfornance of duty in
action during the period indicated, under provisions of Section Iv, WD
Circular 333, 1943 in the nane of the President of the United  Stotecs as
public evidence of deserved honor ond distinction., The citation rcads
as follows:

The 3d Infantry Division, fighting incessantly, fron 22 January to
6 February 1945, in heovy snow storiis, through encrniy-infosted narshes '
and woocds, and over o flat plain cris-crossed by muerous small canals,
irrigoetion ditches, and unfordable streans, terrain ideally suited to
tho defense, breached the Germen defense wall on the northern perineter
of the Colmar bridgehead and drove forward to isolate Colmar fron the
Rhinc., Crossing the Fecht River from Guenar, /1sace, by stealth during
the lote hours of darkness of 22 January, the assoult elenents fought
their way forward against mounting resistance. Reaching the I1l River,
2 bridge was thrown across but collapsed before arnor could pass to
support two battalions of the 30th Infantry on the far sidc., Isolated
and ottacked by o full Gernman Panzer brigade, outnurbered and outgunned,
thesc valiant troops werc forced back yard by yord, Wave after wave of
arnor and infantry was hurled against then but despitc hopeless odds
the reginent held tenaciously to its bridgehead, Driving forward in
knoe~dogp snow, which nasked acros of densely sown rines, the 3d
Infontry Division fought from house to housc and strcet to street in
the fortrcss towns of the [lsatian Plain, Under furious concentrations
of supporting fire, assault troops erossed the Colmar Canal in rubber
boats during the night of 29 January. Driving relontlessly forwerd,
six towns were captured within 8 hours, 500 casunltics inflicted on
the cnery during the day, and large quentities of booty seized, Slashing
through to the Rhone-Rhine Canal, the garrison at Colnor was cut off
and the fall of the city assured, Shifting direction of attack, the
division noved south botween the Rhonc-Rhine Canal ond the Rhine
townrd Neuf-Bresach and the Brisach Bridge. Synchronizing attacks)
the bridgc was seized nnd Neuf-Brisach captureds 'In onc of the hgrdest
fought and bloodiest campaigns of the war, tho 3d Infentry Division
onnihiloted three cnery divisions, partially destroyed three other's,
capturcd over 4,000 prisoners, and inflicted mnorc than 7,500 casualtics
on the ecnery.

CO 44 WD 6 JUNE 1945

LNNEX . TO Unit History




DECISION NO 508

The President of the Provisioncl Governnon® of the French Republic,
Cormandor-in~Chief of the /rned Forcecs; Citess

TO THE ORDER OF THE /RMY

3rd US INF.NTRY DIVISION:

An clite division which has renained faithful to the traditions of”
courage cnd sacrifice which it had alrcedy acquircd during the last war,
when it was known as the "ROCK OF THE MARNE",

Under the vigorous cormand of General O'Daniel, an cnergetic and re-
sourcoful leader, it fought continuously for 169 deys, fron the MEDITERRINELN
beachcs to the banks of the RHINE.

Placed under the cormand of the Cormanding General, First French
Lrry, for the operations in the ALSACE pocket, by thc power of its rcpeated
attacks, it played a large part in the wictorious battle for COLM. R.

During the night of 23-24 Jonuory 1945, it succccded in naking a
surprisc crossing of FECHT and the ILL and capburing the first cnery
position, in spite of a snowstorn and terrain strown with obstaclcs.

Giving no respite to the cnerny, and increasing the strength of its
attack, it crossed the COLM'R Cancl in order to surround end teke the town
of NEUF-BRIS/ACH after heavy fighting, thus cutting onec of the only two ,
excape routcs available to the German troops still defending the COLM/R arccte

During these actioms it capturcl over 400 prisoncrs, thus bringing to
o brilliant conclusion the scrics of outstanding opercticns which took
place fron the MEDITERR,NEAN to the RHINE.

The present Citation carrics award of the Croix dc Guerrc with Polne

PARIS, 15 M'RCH 1945 ;
/s/t/ C. dc GLULE

i iy on O] TRUE, COPY TRAISMITTED TO:
No, 1799 CH/DC €O, French Liaison Mission
' Scventh Army
2 copics, including onc for transnission to CG, Scventh Lrny
CP, 13 Lpril 1945
For General El/rrce LLTTRE de T/SSIGNY
Cormmndcr-in-chief, First French .gmy:

Lt Colonel LEGR/ND, Chicf du ler Burean
/s/ Re Legrand
INNEX B to Unit History




DECISION NO 976

(DECISION)

On thc rcport of Ministcr of War,

Noted the Deerce of 20 July 1944 rclative to French
decorations awarded to Foreign Military pcrsonncl,

Noted Decision No 508, 15 March 1945 awarding the Croix de Guerro
with Paln to the 3d U.S. Infantry Division.

The Presicdent of the Provisional Governrent of the French Republic,
Chicf of lrnics,

DECIDED:

The 3a U.S. INF.ANTRY DIVISION is authorized to wear the fourragcre
of the colors of the Croix de Guerrc 1935-45.

P.RIS, tho 27th July 1945

signed, de GLULE

SEAL OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
OF THE FINISTRY OF W.LR

ANNEX C to Unit History




